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From the NBA to Chemotherapy to Musical Stardom, 
HDNet Brings you 'Road Diaries' the Inspirational 
Musical Journey of the Ray Johnston Band – 
Premiering April 25 
The moving, eight-part series will focus on the band's leader, Ray 
Johnston, his courageous battle with cancer, and his new challenge to 
make it in the music business 
PR Newswire 

DALLAS, Feb. 10 

DALLAS, Feb. 10 /PRNewswire/ — After nearly a year on the road with the incredibly tenacious Ray Johnston, 
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HDNet is proud to present the upcoming documentary series "Ray Johnston Band: Road Diaries," premiering Sunday, 
April 25 at 8:00 pm ET. The eight-part series follows Ray, a cancer survivor and former Dallas Maverick point guard, 
as he and his band travel across the country trying to make it in the music business. 

While the documentary chronicles the band's journey, the true focus and backdrop is the uplifting, behind-the-scenes 
story of the band's leader, Ray Johnston, and his heroic battle with leukemia. 

"I realized my dream of making it in the NBA because I was determined, knew my strengths, and had the best talent 
around me," said Johnston. "As this documentary will showcase with the band, it's the same deal here." 

A clip for the program can be found at the following link: 

http://blip.tv/file/3191830 

Johnston, a walk-on at the University of Alabama, was a 24 year-old loan officer with Mavericks season tickets, when 
he was discovered by a scout at the 2004 Hoop-it-Up tournament in Dallas. Johnston's ensuing tryout won him a spot 
on the Mavericks' summer league team, making him teammates with the likes of Josh Howard and Devin Harris – but 
then his life would change forever. 

A bump on the shin from a pickup game led to surgery – and a coma. All because of the leukemia no one knew he had 
– a rare form of the disease known as acute promyelocytic leukemia. During this battle with this deadly disease, 
Johnston would be shocked back to life, twice. His lungs collapsed, five days apart, with an irregular heartbeat in 
between. His kidneys failed twice and blood clots in his brain led to seizures. 

And now, while still battling leukemia, Johnston is relentlessly pursuing a new dream, traveling across Texas and the 
Southwest trying to find success with "Ray Johnston Band." The talent of Ray's bandmates is unmatched, with some of 
the members having toured or recorded with Herbie Hancock, Kayne West, Eryka Badu, and Kirk Franklin. Also, some 
of the band's performances have been fundraisers for The Ryan Gibson Foundation or TRGF. TRGF (www.trgf.org) is 
a Dallas-based non-profit organization that supports leukemia research throughout the U.S. Ryan Gibson, like Ray 
Johnston, had a passion for finding a cure for leukemia. Now, through his travels with the band, Ray has been 
spreading the word about the importance of leukemia research as well as raising funds for TRGF. 

"Ray Johnston Band" recorded its first album "Sweet Tooth," in early August of 2009 at Palmyra Studio in Palmer, TX. 
The album is currently available on iTunes and at www.rayjohnstonband.com/music.  

"Ray Johnston Band: Road Diaries" is scheduled to premiere on Sunday, April 25 at 8:00 p.m. ET on HDNet.  

About HDNet 

HDNet (www.hd.net) is the independent network with unique and provocative content that appeals to men of all ages 
and is delivered in true high definition. 

HDNet is the exclusive, high definition home for popular, original programming, including television's only HD news 
feature programs "HDNet World Report," and the Emmy Award winning "Dan Rather Reports," featuring legendary 
journalist Dan Rather. Only HDNet goes beyond the headlines to deliver real news that is redefining the way we look at 
our world. HDNet News is provocative, sometimes controversial and always relevant – telling the important stories of 
our time in-depth, with attitude and with independence. 

HDNet presents championship sports coverage featuring five regular season games from the Premiere Season of the 
United Football League. HDNet also features the best of Mixed Martial Arts with its Friday night series, "HDNet 
Fights" (www.hdnetfights.com). "HDNet Fights" works with leading MMA promoters including DREAM, Sengoku, 
XFC, M-1, K-1, K-1 Max, MFC, Adrenaline and more. HDNet produces more live Mixed Martial Arts events than any 
other network and HDNet's "Inside MMA" is the hottest Mixed Martial Arts program on television, giving MMA fans 
their weekly fix for everything MMA. 



HDNet also delivers the world's largest and most diverse concert line-up through the HDNet Concert Series. The 
HDNet Concert Series features leading artists and bands including Coldplay, Gwen Stefani, John Mayer and more. 
HDNet also features revealing lifestyle programming featuring "Art Mann Presents," "New York Confessions," 
"Deadline" and "Get Out!" HDNet is also the exclusive high definition home to critically acclaimed and award winning 
documentaries as part of the InFocus series. "NASA on HDNet" presents all live shuttle launches through 2010.  

Only HDNet Movies (www.hdnetmovies.com) delivers exclusive Sneak Previews of new movies before they hit 
theaters. The HDNet Movies Sneak Preview series features top Hollywood stars in critically acclaimed performances 
including Gwyneth Paltrow, Joaquin Phoenix, Demi Moore, Michael Caine, Tom Hanks, Vera Farmiga, Parker Posey, 
Brian Cox, Matthew Broderick, Brittany Snow, Eric Bana, John Malkovich, Emily Blunt, Robin Williams, Charlize 
Theron and Kim Basinger. 

In addition to being the exclusive home of Sneak Previews, HDNet Movies viewers enjoy the best films from the 
classics of the 1950s-1970s, to favorite films from the 1980s and 1990s, to recently released theatrical films. 

HDNet Movies offers subscribers a premium movie viewing experience in true HD, and more original movies shot 
entirely in HD than any other network. 

Launched in 2001 by Mark Cuban and General Manager Philip Garvin, the HDNet networks are available on AT&T, 
Charter Communications, Comcast, DIRECTV, DISH Network, Insight, Mediacom, Verizon FiOS and more than 40 
NCTC cable affiliated companies.  

The HDNet networks can be followed via Facebook at facebook.com/HDNet, facebook.com/HDNetFights and 
facebook.com/HDNetMovies and via Twitter at twitter.com/hdnet, twitter.com/hdnetfights and 
twitter.com/hdnetmovies. 
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Colette Carey of HDNet, +1-303-542-5576 
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